Childhood separation anxiety and panic disorder: a comparative study.
1. The relationship between childhood separation anxiety and panic disorder in adults is analyzed using data from a multicenter trial in 107 patients. 2. The patients included in this study presented anxiety disorder with or without agoraphobia, diagnosed according to DSM-III criteria. 3. The percentage of patients with antecedents of separation anxiety was 17.8% in patients without agoraphobia and 21.7% in patients with agoraphobia. These rates are significantly higher than those encountered in a group of normal controls (4%). 4. The existence of separation anxiety in childhood does not seem to significantly modify the clinical manifestations or severity of panic disorder in the adult.